
Do consider Art if you enjoy …

• Working creatively and 
taking risks

• Coming up with lots of ideas

• Looking at and researching 
the work of other artists

• Drawing and Painting

• Working on your artwork at 
home in your own time

• Working independently

• Trying out new materials and 
techniques

Art in Year 9
Art in year 9 will show you what to expect if you choose it as a GCSE option. You will explore a
‘Creative Cultures’ theme covering the skills you will need if you choose to continue with art.
You will research the work of other artist’s exploring how meaning is expressed through art.
You will experiment creatively with materials and techniques, develop your own creative
ideas and produce your own original outcomes. You will have opportunity to improve and
refine your work as you go along. You will work with a variety of drawing, painting, printing
and sculptural materials, also collage.



Product Design 
Architecture

Jewellery Design 
Engineering 

Furniture Design 
Industrial Design 

Graphic Design 
Interior Design 
Gaming Design 

Construction industry

Do you enjoy solving problems?
Do you like working with your 
hands?
Do you have a creative mind?

Be a part of ‘The Creative Industries’

Design and Technology in Year 9



Drama in Year 9 is a great way to gain a thorough 
understanding and experience of what GCSE Drama is like.
You will have a sense of all three of the components that 

you study in Year 10 and 11

Component 1 – 40% Overall 

Grade - Theory

This is the part of the 
course that is entirely 

theory based (although we try 

and incorporate practical elements 
where possible!)

1) The roles and 
responsibilities of 
people in theatre

2) An exploration and 
thorough 
understanding of a 
set text (full play)

3) Watch and review 
a live/recorded 
piece of Theatre

Component 2
40% - Practical and Theory 

This is the ‘Devising’ part of the course and you 
will get to experience devising a piece of drama 
based on a variety of stimuli (starting points).

You will also gain an understanding of the 
coursework required for this component too.

This is a particularly fun part of the course that 
requires a lot of teamwork, resilience, 

enthusiasm and dedication.
You could use anything from a poem to an 
object to create an entire performance!

Component 3
20% Overall Grade –

Practical only

To experience this 
component you will 
explore a variety of 
different plays and 

characters and have 
the opportunity to 

work independently 
and part of a group 

on learning a piece of 
script off by heart!

This is great for 
challenging your 

confidence and acting 
ability.



Do consider Drama if…

• You are confident and up for getting involved 

• You get on well with others and enjoy working collaboratively

• You maintain good relationships with your peers 

• You enjoy studying play scripts and going to the theatre (and are willing to give up occasional evenings to come 
on theatre trips)

• You enjoy practical work, devising and performing

• You understand and accept that written work and text analysis is an important part of the course

• You have an excellent attendance record (95% or above)

DO NOT consider Drama if…

• If you don’t like reading and writing.  70% of the final GCSE is assessed by written work, including 40% which is a 
written exam

• You don’t like listening and working supportively with others (i.e. you like to take control – or you only like to 
work alone)

• You feel self-conscious and hate performing

• You think it will be an easy option!

• You cannot leave your own Drama at the Drama Studio door!



Food Preparation and Nutrition

Frequently asked questions
How often will I be cooking?- we aim to cook once a week to build up your 
cooking skills. We cover theory to prepare you for the GCSE exam in Year 11.

What can a Food GCSE lead to? 

The food industry is worth £112.0 billion to our economy

There is a huge shortage of people working in the food industry therefore there 
are good career opportunities. It’s not just about being a chef.

Careers in 

• Hospitality and catering

• Hotel management

• Sport science

• Nutritionalist

• NHS- Doctor, nurse, carer, sports therapy

• Teaching



What will we cook? …...a few examples

Year 9 Year 11Year 10



Am I suitable for GCSE Food?
• Hard working?

• Creative?

• Plan to eat food at some point in the future?

• Plan to cook for others in the future?

• Want to work in a multi billion pound industry? 

• Want to lead a healthy lifestyle?

Yes No

Winner, winner 
chicken dinner!!!! 
Choose food and get 
ready for a fun filled 
few years.

Don’t choose 
food



Music Year 9
What are the main areas of study?

Performing Skills, (performing on your own and in a group).

Composing Skills, (creating your own music).

Listening and Appraising Skills, (recognising 
and analysing  different musical elements).



What qualities do I need to study music at Year 9?

• An enthusiasm for all music, (even the stuff that you choose not to listen to).

• A desire and interest to develop your instrumental or vocal skills.

• A creative approach, (the ability to make your own music).

• Work well with others, (share ideas).

• Be prepared to take a risk, (above all, a willingness to ‘have a go’).

Is the course like year 7 and 8 ?

• There are obvious similarities but in year 9 there is more emphasis on musical 
knowledge and understanding of the musical elements. 

Do I need to read music?

• Not at this stage but notation is taught through the course. If you already have some 
basic knowledge, or can read music, this is a big advantage. 

Do I need to play an instrument or sing?

• Yes, you will specialise on one instrument or your voice. You will need to perform also 
as part of a group. Again, being able to play an instrument to a high standard is not 
essential at the start as long as you have a desire to improve your skills and are 
prepared to practice outside the classroom.



Year 9   Textiles Design

What can Textiles lead to ?

‘The UK's fashion and 
textile manufacturing
sector produces £9.1 billion
of product’s ranging from 
designer creations seen at 
the leading catwalks to 
fabrics used in medical, 
defence and transport 
industries’

There are 35,000 craft 
makers & as well as 
making their own work, 
they contribute to many 
businesses and industries, 
including film, theatre, 
dance, fashion, product 
and interior design.

The Fashion industry 
employs nearly a million 
people across a wide 
spectrum of roles 

Be a part of ‘The Creative 
Industries’ 

Why should I study Textiles Design?
Textiles is ideal for students who enjoy or would like to enjoy more of  
the following; 

● Being imaginative

● Practical Work - drawing, designing and physically making things 
and being creative with your ideas 

● The knowledge of texture, patterns, dyes and yarns and like the 
understanding of colour, shape, form and pattern

● Creating designs digitally

● Problem-solving skills

● Fashion and interiors

● Practical craft skills like embroidery, knitting, printing, 

weaving, felting, quilting, macrame, dress making, 

upcycling etc...

● Taking and collecting photos/images to influence design 

ideas

● Exploring ideas and looking at things in different ways



Year 9   Textiles Design

Textiles in year 9 is a chance to learn and get a taster for Textiles GCSE. 
You will learn a wide range of Textiles skills by doing two projects as well as mini workshop projects. 
The skills you will learn include the following…
-Sewing machine free-motion stitching, hand stitch embroidery, felting, digital pattern, applique techniques, fashion designing & construction,
surface pattern, upcycling, dye & print techniques, weaving, fabric manipulation

Additional Support 
Opportunity to attend extra- curricular 

Year 9 TEXTILES CLUB which will run 
between 3.00-4.15pm, once a week, 
where you will have the opportunity 

to explore and create your own 
textiles pieces independently

What do the projects involve: 
Mini textiles workshops will be based on the Formal elements & 
Principles of design,
Creating textiles samples using Sewing machine,  Hand stitching, 
Embroidery, Embellishment, Weaving, Applique, Couching, Printing, 
Felting, & Tie Dying referring to Colourful Artists like Hundertwasser, 
Kandinsky and Contemporary Textile Designers

Two Projects: 
- Upcycling Denim Project- exploring the themes Identity looking at 
Textile designers &  artists as our source of inspiration, making mood 
boards, taking photographs,  creating designs and samples before 
you to create your final laptop pouch or bag

- Fashion illustrations & Interior designing Project - Creating designs 
using inspiration from simple pattern inspired by nature then 
creating digital designs using the textile designer like Jules Mckeon, 
Orla Keily producing for companies like Speedo or Ikea
All projects will have some written and critical analysis using special 
vocabulary to describe your ideas, influences and processes.  



What will I learn in Year 9?

You will build on your learning from Y7 and Y8 by continuing to:

• develop an understanding of French or Spanish in a variety of contexts
• learn how to communicate effectively in the language
• explore the cultures of different countries and communities where the language is 

spoken

You will develop the skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing through the 
study of topics linked to:
• identity and culture,
• local, national, international and global areas of interest, 
• current and future study and employment  

In Year 9 you will learn a wide range of new vocabulary and you will build a detailed 
knowledge of grammar and tenses. This will help you to prepare for taking a 
language at GCSE. 

Y9 Modern Foreign Languages



How will taking a language be useful for me?

A GCSE in French or Spanish will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE 
studies, which is something many future employers and higher education providers look 
for.

Languages complement other subjects, increasing opportunities for travel and work 
within many different sectors. These include: science, engineering, law, business, 
journalism, media, leisure, tourism and education.  

Language learning helps to enhance many useful transferable skills, including the ability 
to communicate clearly with a wide range of people and to speak confidently in public. 

Y9 Modern Foreign Languages



You should consider studying a language in Year 9 if:

• You are interested in expressing and justifying your own opinions, both when writing 
and speaking.

• You are keen and willing to speak the language and  make the most of all 
opportunities to do so. 

• You are willing to undertake independent revision, outside of lessons, to practise new 
vocabulary and grammar. Independently building new vocabulary is essential to being 
a successful language learner. 

• You enjoy writing detailed descriptions about a range of topics in French / Spanish. 
• You enjoy learning about grammar and tenses and applying these when writing and 

speaking. 

Y9 Modern Foreign Languages



Do consider RE if you …

• Like to gain a greater insight and 
understanding of the world we live in e.g. 
different cultures, religions, traditions 
etc. 

• Like extended and creative writing. 
• Like to investigate contemporary, moral 

and ethical issues in todays society. 
• Like taking part in group and class 

discussions.  
• Are interested in what is happening in 

the world today.
• Are opinionated about important issues.
• Are independent.
• Are an inquisitive person. Careers linked to RS: 

• Police.
• Charitable Organisations. 
• Health and Social Care. 
• Law.
• Politics. 
• Education. 
• Journalism.



What do you 
study in Year 9?

• Morals and Ethics

• Animal Rights

• Using animals for sport, entertainment, zoos 
and clothing. 

• Death Penalty

• Is prison effective?

• Human Rights. 

• Do we live in a equal society e.g. racism, 
homophobia, gender equality, Islamophobia. 

• Wealth and Poverty. 

We investigate all the above topics from both 
a religious and non-religious social viewpoint. 


