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Getting to know The Roundhill Academy 

Have a look at our school website: 

www.roundhill.bepschools.org 

You can find the 

section for Year 7 

Starters in the 

menu drop-down.   

You can also follow us on Social Media… 

https://www.facebook.com/roundhillac Main school Facebook page 

https://www.instagram.com/theroundhillac/ - Instagram page 
It would also be useful for you to follow the specific Facebook page that we have for this 
year group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/roundhill2021yr7 - Year 7 starters 2021 page  

https://www.facebook.com/roundhillac
https://www.instagram.com/theroundhillac/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/roundhill2021yr7


Student Services 

(Pastoral Support) 

The pastoral support at The Roundhill Academy is excellent.  There are a 
team of non-teaching staff who work tirelessly to ensure that your children 
are fully supported throughout their time with us at The Roundhill Academy. 
In addition to this, your child will be part of a tutor group and the form tutor 
will see your child weekly to check in on welfare and wellbeing.   
 
The Head of Year 7, Mr Westwood, is responsible for overseeing the overall 
progress, behaviour and wellbeing of the students and will work hard to  
promote a positive ethos at all times.  The communication between  
Mr Westwood and parents/carers is very important and you should not  
hesitate to contact him and/or your child’s tutor at any point if you are  
concerned about anything or have any questions.   
 
The Assistant Headteacher for key stage 3, Ms Hardy, supports the work of 
the Head of Year and is responsible for the progress, attitude, behaviour and 
the preparation of students to move onto their GCSE courses and the next 
phase of their learning. 
 
All staff at The Roundhill Academy are available and keen to support the  
students in any way that they can—and all will take time to give them the 
help and support they need.  We also have a school counsellor who is  
available to work with students should they need that kind of intervention. 

 
 
 

Mr Westwood 

Head of Year 7 

 

twestwood@roundhill.bepschools.org 



Learning Support Base 

(SEND) 

 

The Learning Support base has a highly qualified and experienced team who are 

able to support a wide variety of needs.  We have worked closely with various 

different professional bodies, such as Educational Psychologists; Autism Outreach 

and CAMHs to promote positive mental health and encourage academic 

engagement.  If your child has had a diagnosis, such as for dyslexia or ASD, we will 

always work with you to provide the best possible provision  for your child.  There 

is always an adult in the Learning Support base who can help with a problem, big or 

small. 

 

SEND staff work hard in delivering interventions and supporting young people in 

lessons.  They also provide teaching staff with individual education plans for SEND 

students and take care to communicate the individual learning needs of the 

students they work with. 

 

Students are welcome to join us for our lunchtime club, which provides a 

supervised, quieter space away from the hustle and bustle of the canteen and 

playground if they find that difficult to manage.  

 



Mrs Patel 

HLTA  

Mrs Knowles  

SENDCo 

Mrs Towell  

Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Pancholi  

Learning Support Assistant 

Mrs Kinton  

Learning Support  Assistant 

Mrs Zivtins  

Learning Support Assistant 

Miss Taylor  

Learning Support Assistant 

Mrs Hardy 

Assistant SENDCo 

Mrs Halls-Dally  

SENDCo 

The Learning Support Team 



High Expectations of Behaviour 

 

The consistently high expectations and standard of behaviour has always been a 

real strength at The Roundhill Academy and this has been noted by OFSTED on 

every visit.  We are extremely proud of how our students conduct themselves 

within lessons, around the school site and within the local community.  

 

We would like parents/carers to discuss conduct and respect for others with the 

children before they start with us and talk through the home/school agreement 

which we will be sending home at a later date.  

 

We take our responsibility for your children very seriously and we appreciate all of 

the support that we get from parents/carers in working together when dealing with 

behaviour.   

 

Positive behaviour will always be rewarded at The Roundhill Academy and poor 

behaviour will result in consequences and sanctions.  The systems that we have in 

place for both positive and negative behaviour will be made clear to you and your 

children when they start with us in the autumn term. 

Uniform 

We have previously emailed you the uniform policy, but 

it is also included within the Y7 starters student hand-

book.  We really appreciate your support in maintaining 

high standards of uniform and PE kit.  Please make sure 

that everything is named. 

 



Useful Information 

Cashless System 

The canteen operates with a cashless system and parents can top up cards online. 

Parents can also use this system to pay for any trips or to make any other school 

payments.  You will receive further information about this within another pack sent 

out in June/July. 

Mobile Phones 

Before your child starts at The Roundhill Academy it would be great if you could 

talk about our policy on mobile phones.  We fully understand that from a safety 

point of view it might be necessary for the students to bring phones with them to 

school.  However, we do have a very strict policy on mobile phones and once 

passed the school gate, their phones must be turned off and remain in the bottom 

of their bags until they have left school at the end of the day.  If a student is caught 

with a phone whilst on the school site, then it will be confiscated.  In the first 

instance, the student can pick it up from student services at the end of the school 

day.  Any further instances and parents have to come into school and collect the 

phone from school reception. 

Please reassure your child that should they need to contact you during the day 

then they can do this by going to the main reception or student services.  

Contacting the school 

If your child is unwell and will not be coming to school, you will need to call the 

Head of Year before 8.30am on that morning .  The number  for Mr Westwood is 

07598 558629. Do leave a voicemail if the line is busy explaining what is wrong.   

If your child becomes ill whilst at school, you will be contacted by the admin team 

or student services. 

If your child needs to leave school during the day for an appointment, you will need 

to contact Mr Westwood in advance who will let the relevant staff members know.  

They will need to sign out at the main reception.  



Supporting your child to make  

the leap from Year 6 to Year 7 

Talk about friendships and building relationships 

Whether your child knows lots of other students or not, it would be really helpful if 

you could discuss building friendships and the importance of managing new 

relationships within the first few weeks of term.  Like any large group of people 

coming together for the first time, relationship dynamics will be interchangeable.  

Encourage your child to keep an open mind and encourage and support them to 

find the confidence to get to know as many people as possible.  Encourage them to 

join clubs or extra-curricular activities that might interest them.  Not only will they 

be enhancing their own knowledge and experience, but will potentially meet some 

great new people.  

 

Embrace the Independence 

One of the best ways that parents can support their children when making the 

move from primary to secondary school is to recognise and accept that it 

represents a shift in childhood independence.  Face to face parental contact with 

the school staff will be significantly less and in most cases they will be getting 

themselves to and from school independently. They will be following a timetable 

and be responsible for packing their school bag.  They will have homework to do 

and deadlines to meet. 

As a parent, the best thing that you can do is empower your child by discussing 

these changes and preparing and practicing over the summer.  The hard part is 

stepping back and allowing your child to become more independent.  But, if from 

the side lines you can be encouraging them on this new adventure with optimism 

and positivity, this could potentially be invaluable.  

 

 



Supporting your child to make  

the leap from Year 6 to Year 7 

Handling the change 

Handling change can be very difficult, no matter how old you are as it takes you out 

of your comfort zone.  The transition will take your child from familiar places, 

teachers, friends, buildings and routines, so it can be scary.  But it can also be very 

exciting. 

Changing school can create pressure for some children and can feel overwhelming.  

As a parent, you can’t totally protect your child from stress, but you can help them 

to develop healthy ways to cope with and solve everyday problems by fostering a 

positive attitude.  If you think something is going to be terrible and awful then it 

will be! However, on the flip-side, if you think something is going to be exciting and 

fine then it will be! 

It is not always easy for parents to know what to do for a child who is feeling 

stressed, or even to know why they are feeling that way.  Schools, of course, can be 

part of the process in supporting children through the transition period and 

working together with the school is the best possible way to help children cope 

with these big changes. 

If you are particularly worried or concerned, then please do not hesitate to contact 

your child’s form tutor or head of year.   

Organisation  

Over the summer, please discuss with your child how they will organise 

themselves.  For example, where a copy of the timetable will be displayed at home 

and where their bags, books and equipment can be kept safely.  It would be really 

helpful to encourage them into a routine for the night before, such as packing their 

bag; organising PE kit; laying out uniform and organising anything else such as reply 

slips, lunch and water bottle.  

 



Term Dates and Timings 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

School Opens Wednesday 25th August 2021 

August Bank Holiday Monday 30th August 2021 

Mid-term Break Monday 18th to Friday 22nd October 2021 

School Closes Tuesday 21st December 2021 

School Open Thursday 6th January 2022 

Mid-Term Break Monday 14th to Friday 18th February 2022 

School Closes Friday 8th April 2022 

School Opens Monday 25th April 2022 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022 

Mid-Term Break Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022 

School Closes Friday 8th July 2022 

Autumn Term 

Summer Term 

Spring Term 

School starts for Y7s at 8.35am, although they should be 

onsite by 8.30am at the very latest.   

School finishes at 2.45pm 



Key members of staff 

Headteacher Mr Marston 

Head of School Mr Hindes 

Assistant Principal for Key Stage 3 Ms Hardy 

Assistant Principal for Key Stage 4 Mrs Wright 

Head of Year 7 Mr Westwood 

SENDCo’s Mrs Knowles and     

Mrs Halls-Dally 

Assistant SENDCo Mrs Hardy 



Contact Information 

 

The Roundhill Academy 

997 Melton Road 

Thurmaston 

Leicestershire 

LE4 8GQ 

 

Telephone: 0116 2693896 

 

Main transition email enquiries: transition@roundhill.bepschools.org  

SEND transition email enquiries: sendtransition@roundhill.bepschools.org 

 

Website: www.roundhill.bepschools.org 
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