Lockdown Newsletter 3
A message from The Headteacher
In the last week over 20 potential applicants have applied for teaching roles across, The Roundhill
Academy, Wreake Valley Academy and Bradgate Sixth Form. The teaching vacancies have come about as
a result of a significant number of additional students applying to come to the Secondary Schools from
September.
When we met virtually to talk to them about what the school has to offer, the applicants wanted to know
what it was that I felt made The Roundhill Academy a school that they should consider for their first role in
teaching.
I condensed it down to a few key points...
• The school community is special, it is not fixated by one particular aspect of education but absolutely
passionate about a well-rounded experience for all of our young people.
• The students deserve the very best opportunities, (to be clear all students deserve this) however
Roundhill feels like a school that is on the verge of doing something great. We need confident, idealistic
and expert staff to take our young people on what should be an exciting ride.
• We keep things simple. Students need to arrive to school on time and ready to learn. The school provide
specialist staff and disruption free learning. If staff love their subject then they can revel in it at Roundhill.
We are really excited to be having new staff join our team from September and will keep you posted about
our new recruits once the appointments have been made.
Next week is half term, I really hope that all students, staff, parents & carers can have a rest and enjoy a
great week, stay safe and reenergise for the next half term.

Bradgate 6th form
This week the spotlight falls on B6 students and I am very proud to introduce you to two students this week,
Ollie in Year 13 and Siana-Rae in Year 12.

Ollie:
Why did you choose Bradgate Sixth Form?
I chose to study at Bradgate Sixth Form because of the passion I could see in the teachers and because of the
passion they had in the subjects. It led me to be excited and to want to learn new things.
Why would you recommend Bradgate Sixth Form?
I would recommend the Sixth Form because of the friendly and extremely welcoming community it
encompasses. There is always help and support available when needed, from both students and staff.
How would you describe your experience at Bradgate Sixth Form?
My experience has been very enjoyable but not without its challenges, as all A Levels should be. The teachers
have helped me overcome these challenges and have pushed me to achieve higher.
What support and guidance are you given?
Support can be found in virtually every aspect of not only your studies but also for any personal life issues.
The staff are always more than happy to help if you have any issues.
What opportunities have had at Bradgate Sixth Form?
During the work experience week, I was given the opportunity to carry out work experience at the University
of Leicester in the Physics and Astronomy department where I could work in research groups in Earth
Observation Science, Radio and Space Plasma Physics, Astronomy and Mars Lab.
Which course/University are you wishing to study at?
I have received an offer for a course in Mechanical Engineering (with a foundation year) at Nottingham Trent
University.

Bradgate 6th form
Siana-Rae Year 12
I chose Bradgate Sixth Form for its courses, mainly Drama. This is because many other colleges did not offer
Drama as an A Level and also because I loved the subject from GCSE. The proximity to my house was also a
plus! I would recommend Bradgate Sixth Form for its teachers and because it is a smaller sixth form than
most. We are given support and guidance from our Progress Mentors and teachers. I am also part of The
Elephant Group which gives me a huge range of opportunities. The Elephant Group is about the top third of
students getting into the top third of universities. By being part of this group, I have access to programmes
and conferences such as the Access Ed Research Based Curricula, summer schools and other academic
activities to prepare me for my future pathways.
I am currently looking at studying Sociology at university and I would fully recommend Bradgate Sixth Form
because I am really enjoying my time here!

B6 Growth Programme
This week we ran our launch event for Year 11 students who have now enrolled onto the B6 Growth
Programme. It was fantastic to welcome so many students into Bradgate Sixth Form and to share the fantastic
opportunities available to them such as The Elephant Group, Elephant Access, The Medics Bulletin and
Pathways Programme. Students now have access to an extensive range of resources to 'strengthen the
foundations' for their GCSE English, Maths and Science as well as the B6 Challenges of 2021.
On Monday 22nd February we will be running our first 'Talking Heads' which is a brilliant opportunity for
students to find out about the subjects they have chosen to study at Bradgate Sixth Form from subject
specialists. I know the Sixth Form team are really looking forward to talking with students and answering any
questions they may have.
Bradgate Sixth Form has extended the deadline for post 16 applications to Monday 22nd February 2021.
Places are filling up very quickly! Please email admin@bradgatesixthform.com for further information or to
apply.

Wellbeing

Digital Detox and Wellbeing Day - Friday 12th February
This Friday, all students will be in their normal lesson for the first session. From 11.10am onwards however,
years 7-10 will have the opportunity to ditch the screens and focus on their wellbeing! We fully encourage,
wherever possible, for families to spend some time together, away from screens doing something a bit
different to give their wellbeing a well-deserved boost. There will be a wellbeing menu from which to pick a
variety of activities on Friday as well as throughout half term. Some of these activities are collaborative and
some are independent as we realise that there are varying circumstances within households, so collaboration
isn't always possible.
Information can be found in one location on our website https://www.roundhill.bepschools.org/digital-detoxwellbeing-day-2021/
Year 11 will be invited at 11.10am to join Miss Coltman and their Heads of Year for a wellbeing session. They
will have the chance to air their issues to us and be offered reassurance, support and guidance as to how to
move forward within the current situation. Alternatively, if they don't feel that they need this, then they can
join the rest of the school in the above.
Then at 1:15pm, we have arranged for a speaker to talk to our Year 11s about making positive life choices.
The session will be delivered by Paul Hannaford who is an extremely inspirational speaker and supports and
guides young people all over the UK in making positive life choices even against adversity.
The presentation will last for one hour with a 40-minute talk from Paul and then students will have the
opportunity to ask him questions. Paul will speak from his experiences about the importance of making
positive choices in life and the consequences of making negative ones. He will present his life story which will
highlight how his once normal childhood and dreams of playing football professionally spiralled out of control
at around the age of 16 as he began making wrong decisions. He will speak of the consequences of his
choices and the many years of gang involvement which then led to drug and alcohol addiction and ultimately
a prison sentence.
Paul will highlight how he has turned his life around from this situation to become a positive role model to
young people. Paul Hannaford will be presenting live to Year 11 on this theme of making ‘Positive Choices’ via
Microsoft Teams. The link will be sent via school email on Thursday 11th and again on Friday 12th.
We are really looking forward to this and would love for you to share with us what you've been doing on this
day. If you’d like to share your activities please send them to the email on the webpage.
By sharing your photos you give permission for us to use them on our social media accounts. Please make it
clear if you do not wish this.
We can't wait to see what you get up to!
Miss Coltman

Message from Heads of KS4
KS4 Wall of Fame
Last week your teachers we tasked with selecting as student who they believed to have stood out in their
learning. The following students were put forward. To summarise their reasons why they selected you, it is
because you have made fantastic contributions to the lesson, you have handed in gold standard work, you
have given 100% to your learning and you’ve been making some great progress. So from all of us at The
Roundhill Academy- well done! Keep it up!
Year 10
Food Technology
Shannon Mollett
English
Hema Chauhan
Lizzie Ledger
Megan Wale
Nikola Velinski
Karley Crane
Millie Parrish
History
Leah Lidder
Rishi Sharma
Ria Parrish
Health and Social Care
Megan Wale

Drama
Gurneet Deol
Maths
Rishi Pancholi
Nikola Velinski
Hema Chauhan
Ellis Quinn

Music
Freddie Eaton
Triple Science
Casey Smith

French
Andy Liu
Science
Ava Lovett
Ruhi Doshi
Finley Shaw

Geography
Leo Orton
Tiyana Patel

RE
Kriya Mistry

Sociology
Casey Smith

Core PE
Ria Parrish

BTEC PE
Kian Dewing

Literacy
Jayden Powell

All names were put into a random name generator and two were selected to win this week’s box of choccies!
Congratulations goes to… Freddie Eaton for your interest, effort and progress in Music. (DHI)
Casey Smith (nominated twice) for your consistent positive engagement and always
completing tasks to high standard in Sociology and Triple Science. (JMA, KOL)

Message from Heads of KS4
KS4 Wall of Fame
Last week your teachers we tasked with selecting as student who they believed to have stood out in their
learning. The following students were put forward. To summarise their reasons why they selected you, it is
because you have made fantastic contributions to the lesson, you have handed in gold standard work, you
have given 100% to your learning and you’ve been making some great progress. So from all of us at The
Roundhill Academy- well done! Keep it up!
Year 11
Food Technology
Ewan Dealy

Drama
Tanisha Mandalia

Music
Jasmin Mistry

English
Ted Kelly,
Leah Atkin
Jamarli Smith
Annya Pankhania
Jasmin Mistry
History
Katie Hollis
Esapa Osong
Harvey Punter
Health and Social Care
Taylor Wright

Maths
Amy Walker
Adam Odom
Jasmin Mistry
Esapa Osong

Triple Science
Kai Hall

Geography
Suzanne Greet

RE
Lillia Thanki

Sociology
Noah Fletcher

Core PE
Esapa Osong

BTEC PE
Mollie Harris
Joe Chapman

GCSE PE
Abbie Dodd

Congratulations goes to…

French
Arpita Thanki
Devani Patel
Science
Mikesh Chauhan
Hannah Elliott

Tanisha Mandalia for your huge effort every single lesson! You interact fully in
online learning and have produced some brilliant coursework in Drama. (ECO)
Noah Fletcher for your outstanding effort in Sociology and always giving food
for thought in discussions. You make that chat box more interesting! (JMC)

Careers and PD
This week’s assembly link is here, it focuses on being a paramedic and Mr Marston’s dog makes an appearance too https://youtu.be/J2GbIeinOMs
Next terms PD topic is called Healthy Me and will include substance use and abuse, how to deal with stress and how to
be safe online.
Online safety
As we have been at home for such a long period of time now and spending so much time on social media and gaming,
we thought it would be best to remind you how to be safe online.
Here are the websites for 2 different places that can offer you help on how to stay safe online, whether you are using
social media or using gaming as a way of making friends.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/
Please please remember what we have told you in school since you started with us:
1. You should never share personal information online such as phone numbers, pictures, etc
2. Don’t become friends with anyone that you don’t know already – they are strangers!
3. DO NOT meet with anyone you have met online
There are also lots of helpful links on our school website https://www.roundhill.bepschools.org/ouracademy/safeguarding/
If you need to speak to any of us if you have a concern about yourself or a friend then get in touch with us as soon as
possible and we will help and guide you.
Year 11 application update
The deadline to submit college applications is February 12th 2021. Every year 11 has now made at least one application
for next year with over 50 applicants for Bradgate 6th form. This is a huge increase from last year.
The year 11 students should soon be invited to their chosen colleges’ interviews and welcome events in the next few
weeks, so keep an eye on your email’s year 11!!!

On the school website, there is a wealth of resources for you to use. These include:
•

•

https://www.roundhill.leics.sch.uk/students/personal-development/ - this page of our school website allows
you to read up on what your son/daughter will be studying in Personal Development along with how we are
promoting British values.
https://www.roundhill.leics.sch.uk/students/ceiag-careers/#1598342433626-055f55ff-4d8c - this resource
allows you to search for different jobs and gives you instant access to the qualifications needed, salary within
the job and the Local Market Information.

Head of PD and Careers Lead – Laura Kyle. Email – lkyle@roundhill.bepschools.org

Careers and PD
February is LGBT+ history month! The purpose of this month is to raise awareness of, and combat prejudice
against, the LGBT+ community whilst celebrating its achievements and diversity and making it more visible.
This month is important to highlight as LGBT+ people have always existed and have made significant
contributions to society. There have been times where those people have been persecuted and discriminated
against rather than celebrated for their achievements. Representation and visibility matters and it is
important that everyone can be themselves. It is important to see how far the LGBT+ community has come
but also how far it has yet to go.
So The Proud Trust have launched a competition to help raise awareness for LGBT+ history month. They
would like you to design a badge for LGBT+ history month 2022. The winning design will be sold by The Proud
Trust and the funds raised by the sale of these badges will help LGBT+ charities raise awareness.
The theme of the badges is – Art and Politics = ‘The arc is long’.
The design should include bright colours that are linked with LGBT+ Pride, can be any shape, must be at least
5cm x 5cm, can be on paper or using ICT and must include the words:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lesbian
Gay
Bisexual
Trans
History
Month
2022
LGBT+

It cannot include peoples faces, brand logos, religious or party-political symbols.
When you have designed your badge then submit to promotions@schools-out.org.uk as a JPEG file by the
13th March 2021.
Good luck :)

National Careers Week and World Book day
The annual celebration of books, World Book Day, will be with us shortly after half term. Keep a look out for
competitions and events related to this year’s festival.
This year World Book Day will also be joining up with National Careers Week to explore the links between
reading, books and future careers.

Modern Foreign Languages
After some Netflix recommendations last week, this week it's Amazon Prime. Why not boost your French /
Spanish listening skills and enhance your vocabulary, all while getting to relax with a new film.

English
As we come to the end of a busy half term we’re celebrating the wonderful creative writing of our students.
I’m sure you will join with me in congratulating our students on their achievements.
Miss Orrell’s Year 9 group have used some traditional fairy tales as a route in to writing their own crime
fiction. After reading one of the original fairy tales, Blue Beard, the class had to imagine Blue Beard was
serving time in a high-security French prison for his crimes and the pupils wrote a description of the cell, a
flash black relating to childhood and then a narrative of their time in prison. Snippets from their wonderful
work can be read below.
I began to feel the inescapable solitude of the dungeon. Chillingly, cold air lingered around my cell, extracting
the blood from my fingers and toes until they went a shade of purple. The cobbled stone walls were stained
with congealed blood and dust, crawling its way along the floor towards the surrounding areas of the sodden
and lumpy bed. Despite from the filth, loneliness had become a friend. Yes, solitary confinement would be the
worst punishment possible for some but for me, it is a sweet release from reality. Now I knew the voices I
constantly hear were only in my head- no one was following me anymore.
Amber Rowlatt
But the days were just as bad as the nights, they got me reminiscing. Like I said, I didn’t want to kill them, but
they made me. They always made me. And those women brought it on themselves. If they had just listened! All
they had to do was listen! Although I couldn't lie, it was rather satisfying squeezing the life out of them. I could
always remember the look of fear in their eyes as they silently begged for their lives. As the days went on, I
slowly realised, I had done what was best for them. Now they would live forever on my wall. I just want to be
loved and none of them could understand. One of these days, when i get out of here, I will find his wife, and
she will be mine forever, or else I may just have to make them suffer, like I did to the others...
Kiyan Pancholi
Laughing in madness, I was thrown ruthlessly and spat on by the guards as I was led into the cold metal bars
of this elegant dungeon. All around me I heard the agonising shrieks of the prisoners as they were mercilessly
tortured by the cruel, beautiful equipment of this elegant dungeon. I longed to be in his place experiencing the
beautiful nature of the dungeon and I could feel my heart throbbing in a sense of desire. It was like heaven.
The addictive smell of human blood and flesh that was accompanied by the shrieks of terror and pain of the
prisoners.
William Liu
The view was always the same. Black. The smell was always the same. Bodies. And the air
always felt murderous and cunning.
Sienna Rhodes

English
The voices. The voices they were telling me that I need to hurt someone. That if I didn’t there would be
consequences. I walked forward and pressed my face up against the bars. Instantly the cell guard screamed at me
to back away and that I was high risk. The voices were speaking. I didn’t want them there anymore; I wanted them
gone. I was banging my head against the concrete wall and screaming in pain. I just wanted the voices to go.
Paige Jones

Miss Darnbrough’s year 9 group have been using idioms as inspiration for their narrative writing after reading
Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald Dahl. Idioms are a crucial part of our everyday language and yet they can’t be
translated in to other languages. What a strange and wonderful part of English they are and the perfect inspiration
for creative writing!
It’s Not Rocket Science
Creeping. Have you ever felt like something is or will be watching you? Like phantom, eyes glaring at you from the
darkness. Many people say they’ve been going through things like this but not many actually believe it. Others
may say you were dreaming but I know I wasn’t. It was there. Fixing its point on me. Until...
It was a rainy day, as it usually was in England. The parched pavement drifted alongside the seemingly endless
rocky road. The ground guiding the annoying rain into the drain like a golf ball gradually sinking into the hole
declaring victory. Just a regular, looping, tiring day: waking up, eat, work, sleep. However, something felt off about
that day. Recently there had been supernatural occurrences. People vanishing from their sleep. That day when I
went to sleep, I saw it. It was no bigger than by wardrobe but it had a jaw of a shark.
Gazing upon me in my bed muttering something under its breath. S-sim-simple it stood there like a lamppost in
broad daylight, no one would miss it. Beside my bed I hurried tried to grasp any item to protect myself but...
noting was there. Quickly I ran off making sure that it didn’t follow. However, it didn’t move, it stood there like a
statue not having a mind of its own. Unnoticed I quickly called 999 trying to get a hold of my breath but when I
turned back it had moved.
It was right next to me standing with its chest puffed out like a kangaroo. Tall, puffed, broad it stood showing its
full height around the size of my fridge. It locked its gaze onto me and didn’t look away. Neither did I. I felt like my
heart had jumped out of my chest. Like a person carefully watching the golf ball rolling into the hole I moved
around it keeping my gaze locked on its head. BANG. BANG, BANG. Help was here. I sprinted towards my front
door mashing the chains trying to unlock the door. I heard its footsteps. One by one he got closer to me and
THERE!! The door was unlocked but when help came inside it was gone. Many people say they’ve been going
through things like this but not many actually believe it. Others may say you were dreaming but I know I wasn’t. It
was there.
Supin Le

English cont….
Some year 11 classes have spent time this week reflecting upon their experience of remote learning. They were set the
statement ‘Despite what the media say, school closures and remote learning have created benefits for students.
Technology, organisation and literacy have all improved as a result’ and asked to write a letter to the editor of a local
newspaper explaining their views on it. This prompted a great deal of discussion within the classes but it also enabled
them to express their feelings about the current lockdown and the ways it has changed their education and their lives.
You can see some of the writing that resulted from this activity below.

Dear Editor,
Are you exhausted by remote learning? Confused by this strange new way of life? There are positives and negatives to
this new way of learning: the monotonous lifestyles, the impact on mental health, no relaxation. However, the new
knowledge everyone has gained from this way of life could be seen as one of the few positives in this pandemic.
Clearly students are drained, fatigued, debilitated with the new way of life, as even though the world is on hold, their
education isn’t. The bombardment of work, having them working up till early hours of the morning, proving that this
way of learning has its negatives. From my own experience, students are emotionally drained, filled with stress and the
anxiety to keep up with the amount of work given with such little motivation to keep going. The repetitive
procrastination of work and the common ‘I’ll do it later’ phrase circulate amongst students as they struggle
with countless assignment pilling up.
Remote learning is a nightmare.
The daily work for students from the live lesson and the work for after piling up on students drowns them, preventing
any time for breaks. There is no cut off point. No time to say stop. No ringing of the bell to signify the end of the day.
You finish when you have completed the work, whenever that may be. All of this takes its toll on mental health as many
before found their bedroom a retreat; now its related to the struggle of school. In addition, the stress of school piles
onto life at home allowing no separation between the two, creating more distractions at home with the constant
background noise of siblings, it’s hard for the students to work in these conditions.
On the other hand, there could be positives arising from the remote learning, which is the widening knowledge of
technology in students, where some before struggled to open a PowerPoint, they are now able to do so much on
computers. This could lead to the new generation developing new ideas in the future due to broadening knowledge,
due to the impacts of this pandemic. However, the strain on mental health is far more relevant to the situation. The
negatives out weight the positives, even if you are trying to be optimistic about the state of the world. The monotonous
daily routine of life, damaging some beyond repair, where there is no one to go to in times of worry out matches the
new knowledge gained by some.
Therefore, my ideas demonstrated about the new remote learning scheme, hopefully highlights, mine and many others
views about this new way of life and how people are coping with it, would you find remote learning exhausting?
Kiera Ball

Humanities - History
This week we are studying:
Year 7 – The Crusades – What happened on the Children’s Crusade?
Year 8 – The British Empire – Should we be proud of the Empire?
Year 9 – The rise of Hitler – How did Hitler try to take power of Germany?
Year 10 – Medicine Through Time – How do we prevent disease in the 20th and 21st centuries?
Year 11 – Nazi Germany – How did Nazi Support increase during the late 1920s?
Lots of our pupils in History are putting in an amazing level of effort, showing resilience and being as awesome as ever
in challenging times! Our subject superstars are pupils who have really stood out to their teacher, attended every live
lesson, submitted high quality evidence of their work and contributed during remote learning.
Miss Thornton’s superstars

Mrs Pope’s superstars

Miss Nelson’s superstars

History Individuals Research Challenge
In History we are setting our KS3 students a new challenge.
Every week each KS3 year group will be given a historic individual to research. Their challenge is to then create an
informative and engaging fact file about that individual. These challenges will help students develop their research and
comprehension skills and extend their history knowledge beyond the classroom.
The best ones will then be included in the following weeks newsletter. When you have created your fact file please
send it to sthornton@roundhill.bepschools.org – entries must be sent by Friday 19th February.
Year 7 – Salah-ad din
A sultan of Egypt and Syria, who led the Muslim army against the crusaders in the Third crusade.
Year 8 – Mahatma Gandhi
An Indian lawyer who used non-violent tactics in a campaign to end British rule in India.
Year 9 - Joseph Goebbels
A politician in the Nazi party who became the minister of propaganda from 1933-1945.

Humanities
RE
This week RE students have been studying:
Year 7: Christianity – Baptism.
Year 8: War and Peace- The Just War Theory and Islamic views on war.
Year 9: Moral and Ethics – My Morals and Ethics.
Year 10: GCSE: Buddhism – Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism.
Year 11: GCSE: Peace and Conflict – Victims of War and organisations that help them.
A-Z of Religion and Beliefs.
Religious Studies KS3: A-Z of Religion and Beliefs - BBC Teach
For students that want to develop their RE knowledge further why not visit the BBC Teach website. They have
an animated A to Z short video guide that explores and introduces a variety of religious topics. This week you
could explore the following topics:
D is for Darwin: An engaging video about Charles Darwin and the theory of evolution.
E is for Extremism: This video explores what is extremism and who decides what is extreme?
F is for forgiveness: This short film looks at the role of forgiveness across different religions.

Moral and Ethics: BBC iPlayer - The Big Questions - Series 14: Episode 3
For those students that want to stretch themselves, why not watch The Big Questions on BBC iPlayer. In this
programme, Nicky Campbell hosts a series of moral, ethical, and religious debates. Questions in last week’s
episode explored: “Will Covid help us save the planet” and “If Jesus wasn’t the Son of God, would we take
more notice of him?”

Humanities – Geography

Geoflix
Monday 8th – Sunday 14th February

Geography is all around us taking on many different shapes and forms. That’s why each week our TV screens are
filled with fascinating programmes that cover a vast amount of geography issues and concepts. Below is your
weekly guide to some cool geography related viewing. Get the popcorn out and enjoy!
Programme

TV
Channel

Date/Time What’s it all about…

South Africa with
Gregg Wallace

Tues 9th
7.30pm8pm

The lake district:
A Wild Year

Tues 9th
9-10pm

Secret Safari: Into
the Wild

Tues 9th
8-9pm

Extraordinary
escapes with
Sandi Toksvig

Weds 10th
9- 10pm

Paul Merton in
China

Thurs 11th
7pm-8pm

Countryfile

Sun 14th
7pm-8pm

Incredible
Journeys with
Simon Reeve

Sun 14th
8pm-9pm

Gregg Wallace sets off to explore
South Africa’s most iconic and bestloved landscapes and experiences.
Along the way, his love of food
unlocks its culture, landscapes and
people.
Post watershed: Cutting-edge
camera techniques give a new and
unique perspective on a turbulent
year in the life of England's largest
national park.
At Ol Pejeta, Kenya's vast and
beautiful wildlife conservancy,
viewers are taken inside the lives of
an incredible cast of wild animals from elephants and hippos to lions,
hyenas and ostriches.
Post watershed- Sandi Toksvig and
Alison Steadman explore the
glorious sanctuaries of Suffolk, from
the Heritage Coast's Martello Tower
to an 11th-century priory gatehouse,
and a thatched cottage with its own
moat
Broadcaster Paul Merton explores
China- in this episode, Paul sees
some Sichuan Opera in Chengdu.
Margherita Taylor takes a look back
through the Countryfile archives to
celebrate some winter heroes,
including wildlife rescue volunteers
risking their lives to save one of our
most majestic animals.
In this third programme, Simon
focuses on some of the wildlife
stories he has encountered.

Catch Up?

ITV Hub

BBC iPlayer

4OD

4OD

My5

BBC iPlayer

BBC iPlayer

Science
In Science this week, 7CS3 and 7WB3 have been investigating how the height of a ramp affects the speed of a
toy car. Students working at home got very creative, designing and building ramps for their toy car, out of a
range of different materials they could find around the house! Students in school also joined in using
equipment from the Science department. All enjoyed getting back to carrying out an experiment!
The students planned their experiment beforehand, writing a scientific method and identifying variables.
They then, set the height of their ramp to difference heights and measured the distance their toy car travelled
when they let it go from the top of the ramp, they also timed how long it took. From these measurements,
students were able to calculate the speed of their toy car and look for a relationship between the height of
the ramp and the car’s speed. Ms Hopkinson
Here are some examples of their fantastic work:

Science
Some students in Year 7 were challenged to make a boat that could support as
much weight as possible, from just a 20cmx20cm square of tin foil. The designs
were awesome, but special mention has to go to Emmy Orton who produced this
fantastic design!

This week’s reading – The colourful world of synaesthesia
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/colorful-world-synesthesia
This week’s article links to a condition called synaesthesia.
The number “6” is a bright shade of pink. Listening to a cello smells like chocolate. And eating a slice of pizza
creates a tickling sensation on the back of your neck.
If you have experiences like this, you may be one of the special people with an unusual sensory condition. It is
known as synesthesia (pronounced Sin-uhs-THEE-zha).

STEM challenge

Mathematics
Mathematician of the Half Term
This week all the Maths teachers decided who was the ‘Mathematician of this half term’ for each of their
classes. It has been a difficult choice with so many, many pupils working extremely hard at home and also in
school.
We really have been amazed at how well our pupils have adapted to this new way of learning and we are
feeling very proud of them.
Virtual certificates will be sent to the winners and 10 positive points are awarded to each so well done all!

Food and nutrition
Make time to eat when you’re hungry!
One of the most important things you can do to promote positive mental health is to eat when you are hungry.
Hunger is not just a physical experience. Hunger takes a toll on our mood, our focus, and our sense of physical wellbeing.
If you have not eaten properly your body can lack the energy it needs to work productively; it is likely that you will feel
more irritable and have difficulty concentrating.
It is also important not to skip meals! You need food to fuel your minds.

Have you eaten breakfast this morning?
…If yes -Well done you have taken an important step in looking after not just your physical health but your mental
health too.
Research has shown that good nutritional intake is linked to academic success. In particular, several studies have shown
that providing children with breakfast improves their daily and long-term academic performance and their behaviour.
Just like the heart, stomach and liver, the brain is an organ that is acutely sensitive to what we eat and drink. To remain
healthy, it needs different amounts of complex carbohydrates, essential fatty acids, amino acids, vitamins and minerals,
and water.

Challenge task
This is a great challenge that doesn’t actually have to involve any eating!
Design or make a dish that contains as many different coloured fruits and vegetables.
Challenge objectives:
• To increase awareness of the wide range of fruits and vegetables available to us
• To encourage everyone to try new foods
• To increase awareness of the nutritional values of different foods
• To encourage everyone to replace high-fat, high sugar snacks with fruit and vegetables.

Chocolate brownies
Food Science and baking therapy in action from the GCSE food students… Excellent baking skills!! Very well done!!!

Emese year 10

Oscar year 10

Textiles
There has been some incredible work submitted by all year groups this half term but I just wanted to
showcase the amazing talents of year 9 who have been producing their own Victoria Villasana inspired
textiles. Absolutely fantastic work year 9 – well done!

Library

Have you taken a quiz this week? Log on to Accelerated Reader and quiz on the book you have just read
https://ukhosted15.renlearn.co.uk/1963723/
Username: first initial and surname
Password: your date of birth in this format 01/01/2001

Do you need a book over half term from the library? Log on to our online library and reserve a book to be
delivered to your home!
https://u013305.microlibrarian.net
Username: your school email address
Password: roundhill
Most popular books in January

Library
New books in today

Design technology - Product design and manufacturing

Below is Mrs Kyles example of her 2 boys – inspiration is that there is ALWAYS something to make you smile –
even when it seems like there isn’t :)

Art

Art

PE
Well done to everybody taking part and getting engaged in PE lessons, you are working really hard!
Students have been taking part in various types of Fitness lessons. Students have been taking part in HIIT(High
intensity interval training) and circuit training and have been learning about the different muscles within the
body, learning how to monitor heart rates/effort levels and after half term we will learn the short term effects
of exercise.
If any students would like some different ideas about how to stay active over half term here are some other
ideas:
https://www.youtube.com/c/CosmicKidsYoga/playlists
https://www.lrsport.org/children-and-families
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/55151792
Here are some further workouts from Fusion – perhaps your parents/guardians/carers might like to get involved
with you in these.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTNMa2MPhZ5UMhChzJ3lXcA

Special Mentions
Below are a few of our superstars that have been going above and beyond in their learning in PE:

Lily-Rose Pole (Y7)
Kian Sudra (Y7)
Dillon Eames (Y7)
Tommy Fraser (Y7)
Connor Mcshane(Y7)
Shreya B Patel (Y8)
Becca Harvey (Y8)
Kayleigh Durrant (Y8)
Brooke Shewry (Y8)
Jamie Gethins(Y8)
Lottie Dewey-Ward (Y9)
Sian Solanki (Y9)
Isla-May Cottrell (Y9)
Chyna Dempsey (Y9)
Josh Whale(Y9)

Spencer Braker (Y9)
Frazer Haywood (Y9)
Jay Patel (Y9)
Kiyan Pancholi (Y9)
Fenn Sheppard (Y9)
Heather Oldfield (Y10)
Poppy Riddell (Y10)
Makenzie Murray (Y10)
Aimee Sadlik-Stephenson
(Y10)
Ria Parrish(Y10)
Leo Orton(Y10)
Rudi D’Costa (Y11)
Kai Paling (Y11)
Tishaan Sidpara(Y11)
Puja Pankhania (Y11)

GCSE Students:
Keira Ball
Shannon Braker
Shyam Chauhan
Ewan Dealey
Abbie Dodd
Kai Hall
Emelia Jarman
Ted Kelly
Makenzie Murray
Esapa Osong
Prem Sharma
BTEC Sport:
Joe Chapman
Jacob Fletcher
Kaylan Parmar
Rishi Sharma
Kian Dewing

