Lockdown Newsletter 2
A message from The Headteacher
It’s been another busy week, both in school and via our remote learning.
These weekly messages have the potential to be somewhat repetitive but we really do mean thank you for
the efforts of students, parents and carers in making sure that this Lockdown is as positive an experience
as possible.
In school we are busy making plans for the different versions of what a return to school may look like.
What we know is that the government have said they hope that schools will start to return from March
8th. This could be limited to specific age groups or phases of school but whatever happens we will be in a
position to positively respond.
Our in-school Lateral Flow testing is continuing and will be ready to scale up when a return to school is
proposed. It is important at this point to thank all of the volunteers who contacted us and offered their
services, we have been incredibly lucky to end up with a really strong team with skills and experience that
complements our in-school testing staff.
I have been dropping in (virtually) on all sorts of lessons this week. It is fair to say that they differ in style
and method of delivery but it has been great to witness the levels of engagement from students as well as
the variety of ways in which staff have tailored their approach to the new remote lessons. If your child
hasn’t yet joined a live lesson please encourage them to give them a try.
A reminder that school will be closed at Half Term to all students and staff including Critical Worker
students, as we follow government guidance and use the half term to continue to make the site safe for
our eventual return.
We hope that you will enjoy what the latest issue of our newsletter has to offer!

Bradgate 6th form - This week we have challenged all Bradgate Sixth Form students to complete 21 challenges for
2021!
We want to challenge our students to do something amazing, something new, and something different in 2021. The
challenges set will ensure that students will gain new experiences, a sense of achievement and develop new skills!
Students will go head-to-head with the B6 staff Team to see who completes the 21 challenges first. Year 12 and 13
students have been asked to submit evidence of completed challenges and I look forward to sharing these with you
over the next few weeks.
Here are just come of the challenges set: Complete at least one ‘Big Question’ from Oxplore, Take the initiative to learn
a new skill such as sign language: https://www.bslonline.co.uk/courses/bsl-taster-course/ Can you pass the test on
colours and animals? Complete a digital detox for at least one day a week, Your life over 30 days in photographs, Read
at least one of the recommended books from members of staff at Bradgate Sixth Form, Contribute 21 hours to your
local community, 100% attendance to all B6 Broadcasts on a Friday afternoon.
We have also launched B6 Broadcasts for Year 12 and 13 students. These take place every Friday at 1pm and Bradgate
Sixth Form students can access this via MS Teams with links sent to their email accounts.
B6 Broadcasts are delivered by Mrs Johnson, the Sixth Form team as well as guest speakers. These focus on:
-Important updates
-Careers guidance (UCAS updates, Apprenticeships, virtual work experience)
-Widening Participation (Summer Schools, Pathways Programmes, Youth Parliament, The Elephant Group)
-Opportunities (Community contributions, P&G Skills Programme, HSBC Investing in Futures)
-Challenges (21 Challenges of 2021, Sports, B6 Quiz)
-Guest Speakers (Universities, Industry, Inspirational Speakers)
-Specialist Sessions (Physical and Mental Wellbeing, Mind-set, Leadership Skills).
B6 Growth Programme-Year 11 Students
On Monday 8th February Year 11 students who have accepted their place at Bradgate Sixth Form for September 2021
will have their first B6 Broadcast on MS Teams. This B6 Broadcast will welcome students to Bradgate Sixth Form and will
introduce students to the B6 Growth Programme they are now enrolled on. This programme initially focuses on
supporting students in refining and mastering the skills required for success in their GCSE studies. Over the coming
weeks we will then begin to prepare students for their chosen A Level subjects. As part of this, on Monday 22nd
February students will have access to the first 'Talking Heads' session with subject specialists which I am really looking
forward to!
If students have any questions they would like to have answered in the first B6 Broadcast, they can upload them in the
'Posts' section on the B6 Growth Programme page. Students need to check the BEP email account for their invite to this
MS Team. Bradgate Sixth Form has extended the deadline for post 16 applications to Monday 22nd February 2021.
Places are filling up very quickly! Please email admin@bradgatesixthform.com for further information or to apply.

Message from Heads of KS4
Hello KS4!
We’re in week 4 of home learning… and it’s been about 6 weeks since we’ve seen you! We miss your faces!
We hope that you and your family are keeping well. We just wanted to take this opportunity to say thank you
for all of the hard work you are putting into your live lessons. We appreciate that there is a lot going on at the
moment; we’re all feeling the pressure of workload and uncertainty and we think that you’re all doing a really
awesome job. You have shown resilience, patience, flexibility and determination in an instant. No other GCSE
year groups have had to overcome such difficulties before you. You deserve to give yourselves a pat on the
back!
Please make sure that you’re taking time for yourselves; getting some fresh air, talking to friends, relaxing
with your family. Most importantly please reach out if you need anything from us- we’re always here. As
teachers, we want the best for our students because we care. If you’re struggling with workload, motivation
or anything personal, know that you only have to let your teachers know and we will support you the best we
can. We’re in this together.

We’re on the rewards train at the minute so keep an eye out for next week’s newsletter!
Mrs A and Miss W.

Careers and PD
This weeks assembly link is here, it focuses on being a games designer - https://youtu.be/2rekFzHoBw4
This week is Children's Mental Health Awareness Week. The University of Leicester is therefore inviting
students to tell them what makes them feel happy. Students can tell them however they like, whether that’s
writing a poem, filming a video, or drawing a picture. It’s entirely up to them! The University of Leicester have
three age categories, and in each category, they have a £30 book voucher for first place and a further five £10
book vouchers prizes for runner ups.
To enter, students will need to complete an entry form and submit their entry to schools@le.ac.uk.
Deadline for entries is Friday 12th February. To get an entry form, please email
lkyle@roundhill.bepschools.org

On the school website, there is a wealth of resources for you to use. These include:
•

•

https://www.roundhill.leics.sch.uk/students/personal-development/ - this page of our school website allows
you to read up on what your son/daughter will be studying in Personal Development along with how we are
promoting British values.
https://www.roundhill.leics.sch.uk/students/ceiag-careers/#1598342433626-055f55ff-4d8c - this resource
allows you to search for different jobs and gives you instant access to the qualifications needed, salary within
the job and the Local Market Information.

Head of PD and Careers Lead – Laura Kyle. Email – lkyle@roundhill.bepschools.org

Careers and PD
Next week beginning on Monday 8th February, it is National Apprenticeship week.
There will be tasks, videos and quizzes etc for this running every day next week.
Here is the schedule for those of you that want to take part:

Date

Activities available
•

Monday 8th February 2021
•

Tuesday 9th February 2021

Watch a variety of videos about different types of apprenticeships, why businesses
like apprentices and people that currently completing an apprenticeship:
• Great businesses are made by apprentices - YouTube
• Higher and Degree Apprenticeships - Make them your Plan A on Vimeo
• Amazing Apprenticeships - Technology Apprenticeships for the New
Generation on Vimeo
• Alim - Channel 4 Apprentice - YouTube
• Apprenticeships with the House of Commons Vlog on Vimeo
• Apprenticeships with IBM Vlog on Vimeo
•

Wednesday 10th February
2021
•

•
•
Thursday 11th February 2021
•
•

Friday 12th February 2021

Complete a variety of quizzes to see how much you know about
apprenticeships, traineeships and T levels - apprenticeships quiz
(amazingapprenticeships.com)
Play a Kahoot quiz based around apprenticeship CVs and interviews Kahoot!

•

The National Apprenticeship Show takes place online on Wednesday 10th
February between 11am - 6pm and will bring together employers, colleges
and providers with those wanting to find out more about what
apprenticeships can offer. Employers will include: BDO, Sky, Barclays, PwC,
NHS, Centrica, Dyson and KPMG. Please visit www.nas.vfairs.com to book
your place at the show.
Register for an NHS apprenticeship workshop - NHS Apprenticeships Hosted by Royal Wolverhampton Trust Registration, Wed 10 Feb 2021 at
15:00 | Eventbrite
Log into Unifrog and search the different apprenticeships.
You can search for an apprenticeship in over 100 different subjects and this
shows where the nearest vacancies are.
This allows you to make long and short lists of potential apprenticeships for
when you are ready to apply.
Register to attend a workshop on boosting your employability as an
apprentice - Boost your employability: An Apprenticeship Workshop with
Navjoyt Kaur Registration, Fri 12 Feb 2021 at 11:30 | Eventbrite
Look on the Amazing Apprenticeship website for a variety of webinars,
resources and information packs for students and parents - Apprenticeship
resources for schools, teachers, parents (amazingapprenticeships.com)

Careers and PD

English
KS3 continue with their Narrative Writing Unit
Narrative writing, or story telling as we all know it, is such a cornerstone of our school experience. And it is no
less important at High School than it was at Primary School.
Year 7- The Necklace
Mrs Rana’s Year 7 groups have been treated to a very special hot seating activity this week. They were joined
for part of their lesson by Mathilde, from the short story The Necklace, who answered questions from
students about her role in the story.
Mathilde was a big hit with the students and it made for a really engaging lesson!
Thank you for going the extra mile, Mrs Rana!

English
Students’ Work
Our students are excellent story tellers. Last week we shared some descriptive writing from GCSE students.
This week we are sharing narrative writing from years 8 and 9.
Megan Grace in Year 8 has written the opening to a short story called ‘The Murder Island’, inspired by Shirley
Jackson’s, ‘The Lottery’. This is a work in progress and Megan will be adding to it.

The Murder Island
By Megan Grace
The evening of November 12th was gloomy and treacherous, lightning scattered across the sky like rats under
a floor board; the flowers hung their heads terrified of the storm to come. A huddle of people gathered
towards the hall, sticking to each other in the hope of keeping warm. The lottery may take a few days in other
places but here it takes a few hours. This is a small town with not many people.
The town hall doors swung open. Everyone jumped back, as the mayor stepped out. “Hello everybody!” he
bellowed, “are we ready for the lottery?” The crowd mumbled in fake excitement. “Alrighty then let’s get
started.”
Everyone scuttled into the hall. The room was cramped, everyone was uncomfortably close. The quiet of the
room was disrupted with the echoing of a cheap mic. “Good evening all,” the lottery runner began, “we have
a lovely prize for some of you to win today.” The crowd muttered amongst themselves.
“It’s just going to be the same as last month.” Betsy Whight, the town’s teacher muttered to her friend
Johnathon Spring, the town’s mailman.
“Yep, just another 50 quid for 3 people and then we go back to normal.”
“Ah yes this month we have something new in store,” the mayor exclaimed, “now there’s a lot of us here
today but we can only offer this prize to 6 people!” Everyone glanced around looking for what this surprise
could be, it has been the same for 30 years. “We are offering 6 people a holiday on an island!” The whole
room went quiet, their eyes widened. Suddenly everyone stood up and bought a ticket for the lottery. They
wrote their names on the papers and put them in the large black box at the front of the hall.
The mayor turned to the back of the stage and grinned, but not a boyish grin. No. A menacing grin. The grin
that could paralyse someone in fear. He turned back with a bright smile.
Once everyone had put their names in the box, they all sat down and waited.

English cont….
Rebecca Nistor, in Year 9, has written this story based on an image of an abandoned fairground.
Rebecca completed this in 45 minutes- a remarkable achievement!

“Don't you just love the view?” she said
“yes, it's beautiful.” I replied quietly just under the noise of the mumbling generator. I looked up at
her.
I wish she was talking to me. But she's not. There she is, sitting up on the worn-down Ferris wheel.
Right at the tip. So close but out of reach. She's the one I want. Not my wife. But that couldn't
happen. Could it?
She needs to trust me. Scheming, I crept up to the control panel. Pressing the largest red button, the
wheel came to an abrupt halt, and I watched as she looked around in confusion. Rapidly, I hid behind
a tree and walked towards her as if I wasn't there a second ago.
“oh, it's just you!” she yelled down to me “There's something wrong with the wheel and I can't get
down, could you help me out?”
“Of course, let me see what I can do.”
I strode towards the control panel once again and pressed the red button, resuming the mumbling of
the generator and the turning of the Ferris wheel. Step 1, complete. a fit of laughter
overtook me, and I began to giggle into my hand at the fact that my plan was working.
She jumped off her seat as it reached the floor and strode towards me. She thanked me quietly and I
told her I'd get her home as I was going in that direction also. It pained me to be so close to her, but I
had to deal with it.
Initiating step 2, I said to her “Hey look at that, it's a candy floss machine, I haven't seen one of those
in forever! Do you want some?”
“Of course, I do!” she replied, just like I knew she would. I’d been watching her for long enough to
truly understand her mind. What a beautiful thing it was. The truth was, I knew that she was going to
come here. I planned it all and if I say so myself it was going perfectly.
I followed the map in my mind to where I had put the candy floss machine just hours before. She
trailed behind me.
The bright rainbow sugar began to swirl on the stick as the loud rumbling of the machine joined in
with the singing of the generator. I doubt she'll ever taste the sleeping pills. I am quite smart, thinking
ahead and all. Today was the day. Such an important day. I'd gotten all the supplies yesterday, the
food, the clothes, even the candy floss machine. Everything altogether was quite expensive but for
her I'd overlook it. All of this was a scheme. A large scheme, just to get her. And it was going to work.
She ate it all. Every bit. Step 3. Done.
I could hear the sirens. Right on time. They’re looking for her. Too bad the sirens were drowning out
her screams from my basement.

Humanities
History
This week we are studying:
Year 7 – The Crusades – How successful were the Crusades?
Year 8 – The British Empire – Should we be proud of the Empire?
Year 9 – The rise of Hitler – How did Hitler try to take power of Germany?
Year 10 – Medicine Through Time – The Creation of Penicillin and the NHS
Year 11 – Nazi Germany – The Nazi Party 1924-1930
Lots of our pupils in History are putting in an amazing level of effort, showing resilience and being as
awesome as ever in challenging times! Our subject superstars are pupils who have really stood out to their
teacher, attended every live lesson, submitted high quality evidence of their work and contributed during
remote learning.
Miss Thornton’s superstars

Y7 – Dinesh S
Y8 – Olaf C
Y9 – Charlotte G
Y10 – Riley B
Y11 – Harvey P

Mrs Pope’s superstars

Y9 – Nassim B
Y9 – Kiyan P
Y10 – Yuvraj C
Y10 – Piper R
Y11 – Esapa O

Miss Nelson’s superstars

Y7 – Caitlin H
Y8 – Ruby V-T
Y8 – Alasdair B
Y9 – Jay P
Y10 – Jenson W

Health and Social Care
Health and Social Care BTEC Technical Course Update
We are incredibly proud of our Health and Social Care students. In year 10 and 11 they are currently working
on improving their assignments ready to be submitted this week. This is not a easy task but the resilience of
our learners is excellent!
Year 11 are looking at health indicators this week as part of their health and wellbeing preparation. This will
include practical and hands on knowledge like the measuring of blood pressure - do not be surprised if your
son / daughter starts asking lots of questions and may wish to use you as a guinea pig!
Year 10 are looking at life events that impact on people and this week they are looking at support available for
people going through life events, it has been relevant when we consider the impact life changing
circumstances can have on people of all ages. We will use our experience of lockdown to explore this!

Humanities
RE
This week RE students have been studying:
Year 7: Christianity- Parables
Year 8: War and Peace- The Just War Theory
Year 9: Moral and Ethics – Utilitarianism
Year 10: GCSE: Buddhism – The 4 Noble Truths
Year 11: GCSE: Peace and Conflict – Holy War and Pacifism

A-Z of Religion and Beliefs.
Religious Studies KS3: A-Z of Religion and Beliefs - BBC Teach
For students that want to develop their RE knowledge further why not visit the BBC Teach website. They have
an animated A to Z short video guide that explores and introduces a variety of religious topics. This week you
could explore the following topics:
A is for Atheism: An engaging video that explores Atheism, Humanism and Faith.
B is for Burkas and religious clothing: This video explores the differing role of religious clothing.
C is for Creation Stories: This short film looks at creation stories across different religions.

Moral and Ethics: BBC iPlayer - The Big Questions - Series 14: Episode 2
For those students that want to stretch themselves, why not watch The Big Questions on BBC iPlayer. In this
programme, Nicky Campbell hosts a series of moral, ethical, and religious debates. Questions in last week’s
episode explored: “Does Social Media reveal who we really are?” and “Will Covid revive faith?”

Humanities - Geography
Geography is all around us taking on many different shapes and forms. That’s why each week our TV screens are
filled with fascinating programmes that cover a vast amount of geography issues and concepts. Below is your
weekly guide to some cool geography related viewing. Get the popcorn out and enjoy!

Programme

TV
Channel

Date/Time What’s it all about…

Catch
Up?

Cornwall: The
fishing life

Mon 1st
9pm10pm

(Post watershed) As the global market for crab
grows, Padstow becomes a boomtown.
However, lockdown threatens the gold rush, and
concerns start to be raised about overfishing.

BBC
iPlayer

South Africa with
Gregg Wallace

Tues 2nd
7.30pm8pm

Gregg Wallace sets off to explore South Africa’s
most iconic and best-loved landscapes and
experiences. Along the way, his love of food
unlocks its culture, landscapes and people.

ITV Hub

Tues 2nd
9-10pm

(Post-Watershed) Documentary looking at
England's highest mountain through the eyes of
the farmers who work the valleys and fells,
those who climb it for pleasure and those who
try to protect it.

BBC
iPlayer

My5

Life of a Mountain:
A Year on Scafell
Pike

Paul Merton in
China

Thurs
7pm-8pm

Broadcaster Paul Merton explores China, where
he tries his hand at Kung Fu, visits a Tibetan
monastery and takes in two of the most popular
cities in China.

Countryfile

Sun 7th
5.40pm6.40pm

Countryside and rural affairs from around the
UK. Helen Skelton is in the Pennines, which is
one of the areas we study in Geography.

BBC
iPlayer

4th

A perfect planetDavid Attenborough
5 episodes

All on BBC
iPlayer

Exploring the great forces of nature that
support, drive and enable life on Earth.

BBC
iPlayer

Incredible Journeys
with Simon Reeve

Sun 7th
8pm-9pm

In this third programme, Simon focuses on some
of the wildlife stories he has encountered.

BBC
iPlayer

Science
10A2 – LKY/BDA
This week we have been studying the energy topic and looking at how energy dissipates when there is friction
between particles and then applying the elastic potential energy equation to some really difficult questions.
The whole class were amazing but we had to share Ava Lovett’s work as it is just outstanding! WELL DONE
AVA!

Science reading
This week’s science reading is linked to the Covid vaccine trials in teenagers. Some really interesting
information about how the vaccine compares to the adult one and the vaccines safety.
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/five-questions-covid-19-coronavirus-vaccine-trials-kidsteens

Science – STEM challenge
Thank you everyone who took part in the STEM challenge last week. We had some really good entries!
This week’s challenge is linked to the sound topic. This is a key stage 3 topic and this challenge shows you how
sound waves look and behave when there are different sounds.
If you complete a wave machine then please send your pictures to Mr Lindley on
jlindley@roundhill.bepschools.org – we very much look forward to seeing your efforts!!!

Mathematics
Years 7, 8 and 9
Our two units for this half term are ‘Proportionality and Ratio’ and ‘Mensuration (time, units, measures,
length, area and volume)’. So, this week most classes will be working on the second of these units unless they
have two maths teachers with both teachers focussing on one unit each.
Both of these units of work contain topics that invariably appear on GCSE papers and teachers will be making
sure that pupils are exposed to the style of questions that exam boards favour.
The second unit will be particularly exciting for Year 9 students as they will be learning Pythagoras Theorem
and many will also be introduced to Trigonometry for the first time.
Year 10
Classes will be following the curriculum as they would have been had they all been attending school as
normal. This means that different groups will be studying different topics, examples this week being
inequalities, averages, cumulative frequency graphs and compound areas.
Year 11
Different groups will be following schemes of work that are tailored to enable the pupils to improve upon
their mock grades and to ensure that they are prepared for some form of assessment in the summer term.
Some of the topics being studied this week include laws of indices, sequences, quadratics, volume and
changing the subject of a formula.
Maths Challenges
Unfortunately, the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge would have
been due to take place during this lockdown. The Junior Challenge is due
after Easter so fingers crossed!

In the meantime, encourage your young person to have a go at this problem:

Send the answer to Mrs Smith via email,
the first 10 correct entries will receive
positive points!

Food technology
Very well done to Ewan in year 11 who cooked up a delicious winter stew.
The Roundhill food room is uncharacteristically quiet so its lovely to see you all practicing your home cooking
skills.
Really impressed with the food preparation skills here and good use of the bridge hold and claw grip.

Store cupboard challenge
I challenge you to get creative in the kitchen. Discover what you can cook up using ingredients you already
have at home? Include fresh vegetables if you can.
Send a picture to me with details of your recipe. gsharpe@roundhill.bepschools.org

Music

Have you got the ‘R’ factor?

Traditionally around this time of year we celebrate the R factor (not that one), the enormous talents of
Roundhill students in the form of a talent competition.
Students performed in morning assemblies and the school voted for their winner.
In the spirit of this, I am reintroducing the lockdown version but splitting up the categories into separate
events.
For the month of February, we recognise and celebrate the VOCAL talents of our students. The theme is
Valentines.
To enter this, students just record themselves singing (or rapping) up to 1 minute of their chosen song (you
can keep the identity of your chosen valentine to yourself if you prefer).
It can be unaccompanied (acapella) or include a backing track.
Send the recording to Mr Hill by February 14th. The winner will be announced at the end of the month. I will
only play the winning performance to others with your permission (honestly!).
So dust off those microphones and have some fun – best of luck!

Library

Years 7 and 8 have been quizzing on Accelerated Reader after
reading their books.
Congratulations to 7CS2 with 59 passes and 8A2 with 79 passes!
Which class will win next month?

Library

Design technology - Product design and manufacturing

Mr Carroll wants to see your efforts!!! If you want to partake in this challenge then please send your entries
to SCarroll@roundhill.bepschools.org and the best ones will be showcased in next weeks newsletter.
Below is Mrs Kyle’s effort of her favourite snack and hot drink that gets delivered with her monthly book
subscription. Yummy!!!

Art

Art

Art

Modern Foreign Languages
Fancy watching something new on Netflix? Why not boost your French / Spanish listening skills and enhance
your vocabulary, all while getting to relax with a new film.

Drama
We are massively impressed with all of our students and the response to the online lessons.
In a subject where you would be spending much of your time doing practical activities
together, you have shown incredible resilience and commitment to your learning in a much
different way to what you’re used to. Year 7 have been exploring the drama practioner,
Bertolt Brecht through the theme of bullying and year 8 are looking at the dark and
grotesque work of Antonin Artaud. They are currently writing their own grotesque nursery
rhymes so watch this space for some of those next week! Mwahaha! Year 9 students have
been watching the fantastic, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time and will be
writing reviews of this amazing piece of theatre.
A particular shout out to Drama students in years 10 and 11, who have been spending time
on the harder theory questions on Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers and your efforts and ability
to adapt and turn in such high quality work under the circumstances has been fantastic. It’s
an absolute delight to teach you every single lesson.
There is no other experience like going to the theatre and this is something that we
obviously can’t do at the moment. But, did you know that there are lots of full plays
available online that you might like to watch? As well as an enjoyable experience, watching
plays is so good for your development in Drama. There are many different full plays on
YouTube that you can search for by typing, ‘full professional plays,’ and see what takes your
fancy! The link below is for the brilliant Broadway version of Legally Blonde.
Legally Blonde https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiXEJA8n4w&list=PL9kgdb7Eid2zvLXVlUFPJO57fXUzOglmQ

